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Cosponsor List for CC&R Bill, HR 4720, 
Continues To Grow 


from The ARRL Letter — Four new cosponsors have signed aboard 
HR 4720, the bill in Congress aimed at providing relief to ama- 
teurs faced with private deed covenants, conditions and restric- 
tions—CC&Rs—in erecting antennas. The latest additions make 
a total of nine new cosponsors in the past month alone. HR 4720 
has been referred to the House Telecommunications and Internet 
Subcommittee. 


To date, 27 members of the US House of Representatives have 
agreed to cosponsor the measure. The list includes two ama- 


teurs—Oregon Republican Greg Walden, WB7O0CE—one of the 
two original cosponsors of HR 4720 with Texas Republican Pete 
Sessions—and Arkansas Democrat Mike Ross, WDS5DVR. 
Walden and Ross are believed to be the only Amateur Radio 
licensees in the US House of Representatives. 


Arkansas Section Manager Bob Ideker, WB5VUH, credits the 
Fort Smith Amateur Radio Club with influencing one of the most 
recent cosponsors—Arkansas Republican John Boozman—to 
sign onto the bill as a cosponsor. A third Arkansas congressman, 
Democrat Marion Berry, also is new to the list. “Three congress- 
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Activities Calendar 


Date Time Event Place 

10/15/02 7:30 PM ACARTS general meeting Turnstone Center 
10/18/02 7:30 PM FWRC general meeting GSUMC 
10/19-20/02 JOTA (Jamboree On The Air) 

10/25/02 deadline for Nov. ACHN items 

10/29/02 6:30 PM FWRC board meeting GSUMC 

11/8/02 7:30 PM FWRC general meeting GSUMC 

11/12/02 7:30 PM ACARTS board meeting Turnstone Center 
11/16/02 9:00 AM-4:00 PM Ft. Wayne Hamfest Memorial Coliseium 
11/17/02 9:00 AM-3:00 PM Ft. Wayne Hamfest Memorial Colisetum 
11/19/02 7:30 PM ACARTS general meeting Turnstone Center 
12/13/02 6:00 PM FWRC Christmas Banquet GSUMC 

12/14/02 6:00 PM ACARTS Christmas Party Turnstone Center 
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Allen County HamNews is a monthly joint publication of the Fort 
Wayne Radio Club (P.O. Box 15127, Fort Wayne, IN) and the 
Allen County Amateur Radio Technical Society (P.O. Box 10342, 
Fort Wayne, IN). 


Please send any articles, corrections, for sale notices, etc. to the 
editor, Victor Guess, WB9UZA, wb9uza@arrl.net. Please put “for 
newsletter” in the subject line. Text should be plain ASCII, graphics 
should be JPEG or GIF. For those computer impaired: snail mail 
to 3311 Sanibel Drive, Fort Wayne, IN, 46815-4755. 


Deadline for Nov. issue is 10/25/2002. 
Please do NOT send anything in all caps!! 


Internet Home Pages: 
Fort Wayne Radio Club: 
http://www.fortwayneradioclub.org 
ACARTS: 
http://www.acarts.com 
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Fort Wayne Radio Club 


Officers 


President: 

Tom Baker 

N9TB 747-2714 
n9tb@arrl.net 


Vice President: 

Steve Nardin 

WB9ZIY 483-4039 
WB9ZIY@hotmail.com 


Secretary: 

Al Burke 

WB9SSE _ 637-1989 
woffermom@cs.com 


Treasurer: 

Bob Streeter 

W8ST 672-9737 
w8st@arrl.net 


Communications 
Manager: 

Clint Stedge 

KB9LOF 485-4067 
kb9lof@juno.com 


Board of 
Directors 
Carole Burke 


WB9RUS _ 637-1989 
wb9rus@cs.com 


Jim Pliett 
K9OMA 693-9211 
k9oma@netusa1 .net 


Larry Temenoff 


KB90S 490-3089 
temenoff@ipfw.edu 


Richard Andrew 
N9HRA 373-0644 
n9hra@arrl.net 


President’s Corner 


The most important business item 
for me to share this month is a 
change in the Fort Wayne Radio 
' Club dues structure. 
You may or may not know that the 
largest single expense item for the 
FWRC is not our five repeaters; 
the largest single expense for our club is the news- 
letter. Many get the newsletter from the Fort Wayne 
Radio Club or ACARTS Internet sites. There is very 
little expense to the club for that service. 


But half or more of the club members get the news- 
letter through snail mail. The cost per person per 
month to mail the newsletter is twelve dollars. That 
means if you have the newsletter mailed to you; $12 
of your $15 annual dues goes to newsletter costs. 
That only leaves $3 for the rest of the Fort Wayne 
Radio Club expenses which include Field Day, Spring 
Banquet, Christmas Banquet, repeaters maintenance, 
utilities, insurance, etc. That $3 has not been enough 
and we lose money each year. 


Atthe September general meeting a motion was made 
to add a $6 charge to the annual membership fee for 
FWRC starting with the 2003 dues for those that 
would like to get the newsletter by snail mail rather 
than from the Internet. After some discussion the 
motion was seconded and passed by a vote of 17 to 
1. For those that may have already paid for 2003 you 
will not have the extra charge until 2004. 


This means that for 2003, for an individual, the an- 
nual dues remain at $15 but if you want to get the 
newsletter delivered by the US Postal Service that 
will be an additional charge of $6 for a total of $21. 
Likewise for family and student memberships the 
dues remain the same but there is an additional $6 
for snail mail newsletter delivery. 


The membership form on the back page now includes 
a check box if you want postal service delivery of 
the newsletter with the additional $6 charge noted. I 
wanted to be the first to tell you of the change so that 
you would know the reason why we have a change. 


I can assure you that the board did not want too raise 


Allen County HamNews 


atter 


October 2002 


P.O. Box 15127, Fort Wayne, IN 


the cost of membership; however, because other 
fundraising plans have moved slowly we did not see 
another option at this time. If you have comments on 
this change please bring them to our next general 
meeting on Friday October 18th. This is our normal 
third Friday night meeting at the Good Shepherd 
United Methodist Church at 7:30PM. 


In addition, this month’s general meeting will be elec- 
tion of officers for 2003. So if you would like to im- 
peach me for the cost increase; this would be your 
best opportunity this year. hi hi There will be some 
changes to the makeup of the board this year so make 
sure you come out and give us your input on the di- 
rection the board should go. 


Another item for the October meeting will be a Boy 
Scout Jamboree On The Air update. We have plans 
to help the scouts this year and we would love for 


you to be a part. See you on the 18th! 


Tom / N9TB 
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Coliseum Blvd. 


Oct. Meeting 


Fri, Oct 18, 2002, 7:30 PM 
Program: Elections, JOTA 
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September Fort Wayne Radio Club 
Minutes 


The September 2002 meeting of the Fort Wayne Radio Club 
was held on the campus of the Indiana Institute of Tech- 
nology as the guests of IIT’s reconstituted Kekeonga Ama- 
teur Radio Club. The meeting was held in IIT’s Engineer- 
ing building and was co-hosted by FWRC President Tom 
Baker and by Indiana Institute of Technology’s Joel 
Esslinger. There were about 35 people present including 
FWRC members and IIT students. 


OLD BUSINESS: 


There were no minutes from the August meeting as it was 
the Tailgate Mini-Hamfest and as such there was no for- 
mal business meeting. 


Treasurer Bob Streeter provided a status of club finances 
as follows: As of 27 September 2002 the club had year-to- 
date income of $2,233.05 and expenses of $1,785.45. It 
assets included $67.23 in cash and $7,049.42 in savings/ 
checking. It’s total assets were $11,266.65 including the 
estimated value of club property. 


Steve Nardin announced that a Boy Scout Jamboree on the 
Air (JOTA) is scheduled for 19 & 20 October. The FWRC 
is planning to support the JOTA, but the details are yet to 
be developed. 


Tom Baker announced that the Board concluded that there 
was not enough time to properly organize a Port-A-Chicken 
fund-raiser this fall and so the fund-raiser has been moved 
to next spring. 


Tom noted that the Ft. Wayne Police Department and the 
Ft. Wayne Fire Department had organized a “Kids Day” 
event for handicapped children. It will take place at the 
Limberlost Girl Scout Camp on Saturday 28 September 
and several members of the FWRC planned to provide 
communications support for the event. 


Carole Burke noted that the club’s Christmas party will 
occur on Friday, 13 December at the Good Shepherd United 
Methodist Church and will be a carry-in. 


Tom Baker noted that the FWRC would have three mem- 
bers presenting Forums at the ACARTS hamfest. These 
will include an ATV forum by Jim Pliett, a YLRL forum 
by Carole Burke, and a PSK-31 forum by Tom Baker. 


NEW BUSINESS: 


Tom Baker announced that the club would have two tables 
at the ACARTS hamfest. One of the tables will be avail- 
able for club members who wish to sell items. Anyone 
who wishes to sell an item is expected to spend some time 
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manning the table, and when they are 
away from the table, they must be sure 
that details regarding their item for sale, 
and how they can be reached when away 
from the table, are available. 


Tom Baker discussed the fact that the FWRC dues struc- 
ture had not changed since the late 1970’s and that by far, 
the largest recurring expense for the club was the printing 
and postage of the Hamsplatter. It costs the club about 
$12.00 per year for each hardcopy version of the 
Hamsplatter that it mails. Unlike ACARTS, the FWRC has 
no income-producing event (like the ACARTS Hamfest). 
Over the past several years actions have been taken to re- 
duce expenses. But even after cutting expenses, the club 
continues to operate at (an approximate $500.00) yearly 
deficit with the existing dues structure. After having con- 
sidered the situation for the past several months the Board 
of Directors concluded that a change in the dues structure 
should be proposed. The new dues structure would estab- 
lish aregular membership where the Hamsplatter was taken 
via e-mail at $15.00 per year, but at $21.00 per year if the 
Hamsplatter was taken via a mailed hardcopy. Likewise, 
a family membership would be $21.00 per year for the e- 
mail Hamsplatter case, and $27.00 per year if the 
Hamsplatter was taken via mailed hardcopy. After con- 
siderable discussion a motion to change the dues structure 
(starting with the 2003 club year) was made by Bob Streeter 
and seconded by Bill Hall. A vote was taken and the mo- 
tion carried in the affirmative. Thus the FWRC dues struc- 
ture will change as noted above starting with the 2003 
club year. 


Tom Baker opened nominations for club officers and for 
the Board of Directors for the 2003 club year. As a result, 
those persons presently willing to run for office include: 
Tom Baker (President), Steve Nardin (Vice President), Bob 
Streeter (Treasurer), Al Burke (Secretary), Rich Andrew 
(Communications Manager) and Carole Burke and Jim 
Pliett (Board of Directors). Elections will be held at the 
October meeting and nominations will be reopened prior 
to the elections at the October meeting. 


After the Business meeting attendees were able to tour IIT’s 
Engineering Labs and their new Hamshack and get a look 
at their brand new FT-847 transceiver. 

Following the Lab/Shack tour Al Burke gave a presenta- 


tion on the FWRC that consisted of photographs taken 
during various club activities over the past several years. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Al Burke, WB9SSE 
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ACARTS 
Officers 


President 

Vic Berko, KAOLTV 
(260) 747-0938 
vberko@juno.com 


Vice President 
Dave Lindquist, W9LKH 
(260) 485-6135 
w9lkh@compuserve.com 


Secretary 

Don Gagnon, WB8HQS 
(260) 484-3317 
wb8hqs@arrl.net 


Treasurer 

Howard Pletcher, N9ADS 
(260) 747-5252 
n9ads@juno.com 


ACARTS 
Managers 


Activities 
OPEN 


Emergency Preparedness 
Richard Andrew, N9SHRA 
(260) 373-0644 
n9hra@arrl.net 


Communications 
Victor Guess, WB9UZA 
(260) 485-7472 
wb9uza@arrl.net 


Station Manager 
Doug Jones, N9NNT 
(260) 432-9277 
djones2233@aol.com 


Fundraising Manager 
Jim Boyer, KB9IH 
(260) 489-6700 
kb9ih@arrl.net 


W9INX Trustee 

Doug Jones, N9NNT 
(260) 432-9277 
djones2233@aol.com 


Tech Committee 

Emery McClendon, KB9IB 
(260) 485-4120 
kb9ibw@juno.com 


President’s Message 


Summer is over and Fall is 


=| here. Many of us will be doing 
projects around our homes that 
{ need to be done before the 


snow starts to fly. These 

projects may relate to the house 

or yard, as well as our ham ra- 
dio hobby. Whatever is the case please be care- 
ful when you do those jobs. We want to have 
you around and in good health for many years. 


Fall also means several club related activities. 
First is the nomination of officers for 2003. We 
need to have a board in place so that we can con- 
duct the club’s main activity that is held in No- 
vember. If you remember, last year we had to 
change our constitution to permit officers to serve 
more than two years in the same position. We 
were unable to get people to run for officer posi- 
tions and had to make that change. There is no 
limit to the number of years for managers. But a 
few positions went unfilled for most of the year. 


In last month’s [and this month’s] newsletter, 
there is an article about the officer and manager 
positions and what their duties are. If you are 
interested in being an officer or manager, let me 
know. Better yet, come to the October general 
meeting and place your name in nomination. The 
election of officers takes place at the November 
meeting. 


The second club activity is our Hamfest in No- 
vember. We are in the process of filling the vari- 
ous jobs that need to be done to put on the 
Hamfest . The managers are contacting previous 
workers to fill their spots. After that is done some- 
one will be calling to fill the remaining spots. If 
you are a new ham or have never helped in the 
past and want to help this year, contact Jim Boyer, 
KBOIH. It takes a lot of people to put on the 
Hamfest, and the more people we have makes it 
easier. The Hamfest is our main fund-raiser. The 
income is used to purchase equipment for our 
repeaters, and pay for their operation. We also 
support several local organizations. 


Be sure to mark your calendar for December 14th. 


P.O. Box 10342, Fort Wayne, IN 


That is the date of our AC-ARTS Christmas party. 
More details will be in next month’s newsletter and 
on our web site. Well that’s all for this month. Hope 
to see some new faces at the meeting, and some 
new names on the ballot. And a full ballot this year. 


73s 
Vic - KASLTV 


October Program 


The program for October will be about radio 
trunking systems. It will be given by Kerry Schultz, 
NOSTR. He will explain how systems like the new 
800 MHz radio’s that the city and county are get- 
ting work. 


Meeting Schedule 


All meetings are at 7:30 PM at Turnstone 
unless otherwise noted. 


ACARTS General Meeting: 10/15/2002 
Program: Nominations; radio trunking 
systems 


Board Meeting: 11/12/2002 
All members are encouraged to attend. 


Tech Committee: no meeting this month 
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men from Arkansas down, one to go!” exclaimed Ideker. 
Other recent arrivals include representatives Tammy 
Baldwin (D-WJ), Zoe Lofgren (D-CA), Constance 
Morella (R-MD), Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD), Mike 
McIntyre (D-NC), Michael McNulty (D-NY), and Neil 
Abercrombie (D-HI). 


On Capitol Hill for a visit September 19, ARRL Presi- 
dent Jim Haynie, WSJBP, said his meetings with mem- 
bers of Congress and their staffin general and with House 
Internet and Telecommunications Subcommittee mem- 
bers in particular were very favorable. “All my work on 
The Hill on HR 4720 was extremely encouraging,” 
Haynie said. “I felt real good about it.” 


New York Democrat Steve Israel introduced HR 4720— 
the “Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Con- 
sistency Act’—on May 14. The measure would require 
private land-use regulators—such as homeowners’ as- 
sociations—to “reasonably accommodate” Amateur 
Radio communication consistent with the PRB-1 lim- 
ited federal preemption. PRB-1 now applies only to states 
and municipalities. 


For more information, visit the HR 4720, The Amateur 
Radio Emergency Communications Consistency Act of 
2002 page on the ARRL Web site, www.arrl.org/ 
govrelations/hr4720. The ARRL requests those writing 
or e-mailing members of Congress—whether or not they 
are supporting this legislation—to copy ARRL on their 
correspondence—via e-mail to ccr-bill@arrl.org or via 
US Mail to CC&R Bill, ARRL, 225 Main St, Newington, 
CT 06111. Correspondents should include the bill num- 
ber, HR 4720, as well as their name and address on all 
correspondence. 


Central Division Website 
Improvements 


To All Central Division Members: 


Several improvements have been 
made to the Central Division 
Website <http:// 
www.central.arrl.org>: 


1. Site availability is more reliable and loading 
speed on your browser should be faster due to 
changes in how the DNS authority is handled 
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September ACARTS General 
Meeting Minutes 


The meeting was called to order at 7:37 
PM by President Vic, KA9LTV. 


The main topics of discussion were the upcoming elec- 
tions, and this years hamfest, which is quickly approach- 
ing. 


It was noted that the floor will be open for nominations 
during both the October and November general meet- 
ings, and the elections will be at the November meeting. 


On the hamfest front, Jim, KB9IH, noted that the work- 
ers packages went out to the managers, with inputs start- 
ing to come in. Once these inputs are compiled, calls 
will be made to non-committed members to fill the open 
slots. Don, WB8HQS, said the 4 page flyer was almost 
ready to go to the printer, and he passed out preliminary 
copies for all to critique. Howard, N9ADS, reported that 
table sales seem to be a little behind last year, and that we 
are sitting at 58% of the flea market and 65% of the pre- 
mium tables that have been sold. 


There was some discussion about the 88 repeater, and it 
was noted that although performance has improved over 
the old system, there are still some power output and re- 
ceiver sensitivity issues that are being worked. 


There were nothing to report from the Vice-president, 
Emergency Prep Manager, Station Manager or the Tech 


committee. 


The business meeting was closed at 8:03 PM, and was 
followed by a discussion on digital cameras. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Don WB8HQS 


and some server hardware replacement. 


2. Links to both houses of Congress, the ITU, 
and IARU have been added. 


3. Newsletter #1 has been revised and slightly 
expanded. 


4. Link to Illinois Repeater Association updated. 


73 - Dick Isely, W9GIG 
Central Division Director 
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FWDXA 


Ft Wayne DX Association 
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Solar Cycle 23 


by Carl 
Luetzelschwab, KOLA 


DXing on the higher bands 
(15m, 12m, and 10m) de- 
pends heavily on where we are in a sunspot cycle. Around 
solar maximum, when there are lots of sunspots with ul- 
traviolet radiation to heavily ionize the F region, these 
higher bands are teeming with DX from all over the world. 
Around solar minimum, when the sunspot count is low, 
DXing on these bands may be limited to an occasional 
South American. 


On average, solar cycles are about 11 years long. We are 
currently roughly midway through Cycle 23. Let’s take a 
closer look at its progress, and then make a general fore- 
cast. 


The thick line in the accompanying figure shows the 
progress of Cycle 23 since its start in October 1996. Thus 
we’re 6 years into it, with roughly 5 more years to go. 
The latest smoothed sunspot number data (the end of the 
thick line) is for March 2002. The predicted decline of 
Cycle 23 is the thin line. 


As can be seen, Cycle 23 peaked in April 2000 at a 
smoothed sunspot number of 121. The smoothed sun- 
spot number, which is a heavily averaged calculation to 
take the spikes out of the plot, is the official parameter by 
which solar cycles are measured (it uses data from 6 
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months before to 6 months after the desired month, so 
that’s why the official data is 6 months behind the current 
month). 


Compared to the last two cycles, Cycle 23 was not very 
high - both Cycle 21 and Cycle 22 peaked around 160. 
Even though this was somewhat lower than the previous 
cycles, we’ ve still experienced excellent worldwide DXing 
on the higher bands over the past several years. 


Cycle 23 also blessed 6m aficionados with a resurgent 
period toward the end of last year that resulted in a defi- 
nite second peak in November 2001. The ionization in 
the F region during this second peak was even higher than 
the first peak. From about October 2001 through Febru- 
ary 2002, 6m was often open for worldwide 6m DXing. 


Unfortunately Cycle 23 appears to be starting its slide 
down to minimum. The minimum is predicted to occur in 
the 2005-2006 time frame. This is a wakeup call to get on 
the higher bands to work DX, especially if you’re chas- 
ing a basic DX award (the ARRL’s DXCC or CQ’s WAZ) 
or the five band versions of these awards (SBDXCC and 
SBWAZ, respectively). 


This winter (2002-2003) will probably still be good for 
worldwide DX on 15m, 12m, and 10m. But next winter 
(2003-2004) will probably show a definite decline in con- 
ditions on these bands. So take advantage of what we have 
now, and have fun. 


Cycle 23 
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ACARTS Board Positions 


The nominations for ACARTS board positions 
will occur at the October meeting with elections 
to be held at the November meeting. The follow- 
ing is a listing of the ACARTS board duties. If 
you would be interested in running for a posi- 
tion, tell one of the officers. 


Officers: 

President: Preside at all meetings of this 
organization, be Chairperson for the Board of Di- 
rectors, appoint special committees with the ap- 
proval of the Board, resolve all conflicts of over- 
lapping responsibilities of members of the Board, 
perform all customary duties pertaining to the 
office of President. 


Vice-President: In the temporary absence of the 
President, assume the duties of the President, 
become the President if that office becomes va- 
cant, assist the President at meetings with mat- 
ters of Parliamentary Procedure, perform other 
duties as assigned by the President. 


Secretary: Keep a record of the proceed- 
ings of all meetings, receive all applications for 
membership and keep an accurate list of all mem- 
bers, notify the Treasurer, Trustee and Commu- 
nications Manager of new members and address 
changes within a week of their receipt, preserve 
all papers, letters, and transactions of this orga- 
nization excluding those charged to the safe keep- 
ing of the Treasurer, conduct general correspon- 
dence of this organization, notify all officers, 
managers, and committee members of their elec- 
tion or appointment, send orientation material to 
all new members, take to each meeting a copy of 
the Constitution and By-Laws of this organiza- 
tion. 


Treasurer: Receive all funds of this orga- 
nization, deposit such funds in a bank designated 
by the Board of Directors, keep an itemized ac- 
count of all receipts and disbursements, pay only 
those bills authorized under the budget as adopted 
by the membership, give a report at all regular 
meetings, submit all books of account for audit 
at the end of the elected term and at other times 
as specified by the Board, allow an inspection of 
the book by the membership at all reasonable 
times, submit any and all reports as required by 
the laws governing nonprofit organizations in 
Indiana. 
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Managers: 

Communications Manager: Ensure publication 
of the organization’s newsletter, send timely notice 
of the time and place of all organizational meetings 
and events, develop and implement public relations 
programs that are approved by the Board, establish 
committees as needed to help carry out the above 
activities 


Club Station Manager: Serve as the chairperson 
of the Technical Committee, supervise the mainte- 
nance, improvement and use of all club owned equip- 
ment and keep accurate accounting of such equip- 
ment. 


Emergency Preparedness Manager: 
Coordinate the ACARTS emergency 
preparedness programs, see that 
ACARTS members are afforded the 
opportunity for education concerning 
matters of emergency preparedness, 
act as liaison between the ACARTS and 
local authorities for coordination of 
emergency activities, act as liaison be- 
tween the ACARTS and others who 
conduct emergency programs: e.g. Allen County 
Civil Defense, the American Red Cross and the Na- 
tional Weather Service, establish committees as 
needed to carry out the above activities. 


Activities Manager: Coordinate the social and 
nontechnical events of the organization, provide for 
presentation of programs at each regular meeting, 
coordinate activities which provide assistance to 
persons desiring an Amateur Radio license, coordi- 
nate non-emergency public service communications, 
establish committees as needed to carry out the 
above activities. 


Fund Raising Manager: Generate and investigate 
ideas to raise money for the organization, coordi- 
nate programs approved by the board to raise money 
for the organization, serve as chairperson for the 
Fund Raising Committee, establish committee as 
needed to carry out the above activities. 


Trustee: Represent the organization on mat- 
ters directly related to the Federal Communications 
Commission, be responsible for the station license(s) 
used as a function of the organization, supervise the 
activity of Control Operators who are charged with 
helping enforce FCC and club rules and policies 
governing station(s), with approval of the Board, 
designate Control Operators. 
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If you would 
be interested 
in running for 
a position, tell 

one of the 
officers. 


SKYWARN 


NWS News 
INARRL BULLETIN 059-2002 
8:24 PM 9/23/02 de ka9qwc 


SUBJECT: SEVERE WX EVENT OF SEP- 
TEMBER 20, 2002 


The staff of the Central Indiana SKYWARN Association 
would like to take this opportunity to thank each and ev- 
ery SKYWARN storm spotter for your participation dur- 
ing the September 20th severe weather event. This was a 
very challenging day for everyone and it demonstrated the 
importance of comprehensive spotter training in conjunc- 
tion with a coordinated reporting network. One of the most 
important aspects of the event was the amount of lead- 
time many persons had before the storm entered their area. 
These extra few minutes gave many Hoosiers an opportu- 
nity to seek shelter and thus possibly save their life. 


It is vital to continuously improve the manner in which 
vital real time information is delivered to the National 
Weather Service so that lead-time can be increased. To 
support that effort an additional resource has been added 
to the Central Indiana SKYWARN Voice Network. In co- 
operation with the Otter Creek Amateur Radio Club, the 
Indianapolis Carmel Experimenters (www.w9ice.com) and 
the Central Indiana SK YWARN Association, the 444.35 
repeater in Farmersburg, IN. is going to be linked to the 
146.97/442.65 repeater system during severe weather nets 
and during the monthly communications test net. This re- 
peater will enable the Central Indiana SK YWARN Severe 
Weather Network to enhance its voice capabilities into 
those counties in West and Southwestern Indiana. These 
counties would include Sullivan, Knox, Davies, Martin, 
Greene, Owen, Clay, Putnam, Parke and Vermillion. This 
repeater should have a coverage range of at least 50 miles 
and it is a great opportunity for you, in those counties men- 
tioned, to communicate directly with the National Weather 
Service without using a relay station. Please take the op- 
portunity to try out this repeater to check the coverage in 
your county. NC9U, Marvin Dabelow, K9HX, Kevin 
Berlen and Keith Reedy WA9DRO, as well as the ICE 
trustees, are to be commended for their expertise and pro- 
fessionalism in the development of this system. It is an- 
other fine example of dedicated amateur radio operators 
working together to help protect their fellow Hoosiers. 


As a side note, the 146.97 repeater system will now be 
transmitting a77 Hz. PL tone during severe weather activ- 
ity. With this feature, you can enable your radio to alert 
you when the severe weather net has been activated 


The Central Indiana SKYWARN Association Web page 
has moved. The new home page address is 
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www.w9nws.org and is online now. This will be the offi- 
cial Web page where you will find all of the upcoming 
SKYWARN events and developments within Central In- 
diana. Please be sure to check our Web page in the near 
future for other developments slated for the Central Indi- 
ana SKY WARN Network. 


Once again thanks to each SKYWARN spotter for a job 
well done ! 


Mark Shaffer, NSGDR 

President 

Central Indiana SK YWARN Association, Inc. 
EC for Central Indiana SKYWARN 


ARRL Officials Upbeat About 
Reaching 5-MHz Compromise 


from The ARRL Letter —- ARRL President Jim 

Haynie, W5JBP, and General Counsel Chris 

Imlay, W3KD, say they’re optimistic about 
reaching a resolution to issues that could otherwise block 
plans for anew 5 MHz band. Until surprise opposition sur- 
faced from the National Telecommunications and Infor- 
mation Administration (NTIA), the FCC appeared to have 
put ARRL’s request for a new, domestic-only, secondary 
amateur allocation at 60 meters on the fast track. 


In an eleventh-hour move a month ago, the NTIA recom- 
mended in a letter to the FCC—sent after the comment 
deadline—that the Commission not go forward with a pro- 
posal for an Amateur Radio allocation at 5250 to 5400 kHz. 
The NTIA regulates radio spectrum allocated to the fed- 
eral government. 


“We are working together with the Federal agencies in- 
volved toward a solution of the impasse raised by the NTIA 
letter,’ Imlay said after he and Haynie attended a series of 
meetings September 19 in Washington, DC. 


Acting NTIA Associate Administrator for Spectrum Man- 
agement Fredrick R. Wentland had said in an August 21 
letter that critical federal agencies, including the Depart- 
ment of Justice, the US Coast Guard and the Department 
of Defense, were making extensive use of 5 MHz frequen- 
cies. He worried that the 5 MHz proposal the FCC put forth 
last May at the ARRL’s request “does not adequately pro- 
vide for protection from harmful interference to these criti- 
cal government operations.” 


After initially huddling this week with NTIA and FCC of- 
ficials and staff members, Haynie and Imlay met face-to- 
face with representatives of the agencies involved to share 
mutual concerns. 


Continued on page 10 
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* For Sale & 
Wanted 


For Sale: 

¢ Roof Top Tower; 6 ft, 
quad legged, Create De- 
sign, w/thrust bearing 
and rotor shelf, $50, 
OBO 

¢ Tri-Band HF beam; Moseley TA-33, $150 

e 2M Beam; 16 element, long boom, KLM 2M16- 
LBX, $95, OBO 

Tim Kearney ND9T, 260-637-4336 (Ft. Wayne), 
<tkearney @ alumni.nd.edu> 


AA 


Ge 


IIE HK 
For Sale: 
¢ Standard 2meter HT C168A with NiMH pack - $110 
Excellent shape, limited use. 
e Standard CBT-160 alkaline battery case for the 
C168A.— $15 
¢ Standard CSA-160 quickcharger - $40 excellent 
shape - works good. 
¢ Nikon FG 35mm SLR camera in like new shape- $150 
¢ Motorola MT500- 2 channel, no battery or antenna 
or elements - $10 
¢ Motorola MT500 - 4 channel, no battery or antenna 
or elements - $15 
¢ Motorla MT500 with DTMF pad, battery, receive el- 
ements for CSX RR, and ConvertaCom - $85. All 
seems to work. 
¢ rf concepts rfc-23 2w in/30 w out 2meter amplifier. 
Excellent condition. $40 
Gary L. Sturm N9IJJB, (260) 627-0334, N9IJB @arrl.net 
IIE HK 


For Sale: 
¢ Kenwood TS450S Tranceiver: built-in antenna tuner, 
keyboard frequency entry, like new. $500.00. 
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¢ Kenwood M60 Desk Mike, like new. $95.00 
Vic Bowers, KA9VAP, (260) 747-9316 


HK 

Wanted: 

¢ Old Magnavox radios, 30’s through 80’s, table and 
or portables models only please. 

¢ Heathkit Power supply. These power supply were 
used with the old Heathkits HW12 and or HW101. I 
would like Heathkits only no home brews. KB9OS, 
Larry Temenoff, <TEMENOFF @ipfw.edu>, 490-3089 


#0 


FREE: June 1946 to December 1999 QSTs.. You pick 
up.. Will not break up.. 
W9BRW 745 5695 


NOTE: For Sale & Wanted items will be listed for 2 months only 
unless the ad is resubmitted. If you sell an item the first month, 
please contact the editor so the item can be removed. 


Cheaper Batteries On The Horizon? 


Researchers at Massachusetts Institute of Technology have 
succeded in creating a new cathode material for lithium- 
ion batteries. The material used for cathodes is usually 
made of lithium cobalt oxide — expensive and requires 
electronic circuitry to prevent overheating when 
chargeing. The new cathode material is lithium iron phos- 
phate doped with metal ions. Pure lithium iron phosphate 
has far too poor conductivity for use as a cathode mate- 
rial but doping increases that by 107. For more informa- 
tion see < http://www.sciencenews.org/20020928/ 
fob4.asp>. 


Regional Hamfests 


URL or E-mail 


Date Location Contact Phone 
13 Oct 2002 East Lansing, MI 517-393-2787 
9 Nov 2002 Georgetown, OH 937-446-2234 
10 Nov 2002 Chicago, IL 773-908-0518 


16-17 Nov 2002 Fort Wayne, IN 


260-489-6700 


http://www.gqs|net/Icdra/hamfair2002.org.htm 
http://www.geocities.com/garcohio 
w9caf@chicagoarc.com 
http://www.fortwaynehamfest.com 
http://www.w9atg.org 


http://www.maser.org 
wa8dhp @arrl.net 


8 Dec 2002 Greenfield, IN 317-326-1659 
12 Jan 2003 South Bend, IN 574-291-0252 
9 Feb 2003 Mansfield, OH 419-589-2415 
16 Feb 2003 Farmington Hills, MI 734-464-8928 
23 Feb 2003 Cuyahoga Falls, OH 330-688-2013 


http://www.cfarc.org 


For more complete information go to http://www.acarts.com/hamfests.htm. 


Test Points 


11-Oct-2002 

Sponsor: GOSHEN ARC 

Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: LYLE L LONG 
(574)875-8455 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: GREENCROFT RETIREMENT CENTER 
HOMAN BUILDING 

GREENCROFT BLVD 

GOSHEN, IN 46525 


26-Oct-2002 

Sponsor: UNSPONSORED 
Time: 2:00 PM (No walk-ins) 
Contact: ROBERT E HIGH 
(419)795-5763 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: EMA BLDG 

1220 EAST RIDGE RD 
VAN WERT, OH 45891 


02-Nov-2002 

Sponsor: UNSPONSORED 

Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: WILLIAM C HALL 
(260)485-3995 

Email: WD9HII@INFI.NET 

VEC: W5YI VEC 

Location: ALLEN COUNTY LIBRARY 
GEORGETOWN BRANCH 

6600 E STATE BLVD 
COMMUNITY ROOM 

FORT WAYNE, IN 46815 
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16-Nov-2002 

Sponsor: FORT WAYNE HAMFEST & COMP EXPO 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 

Contact: WILLIAM C HALL 

(260)485-3995 

Email: WD9HIT@ARRL.NET 

VEC: W5YI VEC 

Location: ALLEN COUNTY WAR MEMORIAL COL 
400 PARNELL AVENUE 

FORT WAYNE, IN 46802 


23-Nov-2002 
Sponsor: UNSPONSORED 
Time: 2:00 PM (No walk-ins) 
Contact: ROBERT E HIGH 
(419)795-5763 

VEC: ARRL/VEC 

Location: EMA BLDG 

1220 EAST RIDGE RD 
VAN WERT, OH 45891 


30-Nov-2002 

Sponsor: W5YI- VEC — WHITLEY COUNTY ARC 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed) 
Contact: ROGER L MC ENTARFER 
(219)691-3009 

VEC: W5YI VEC 

Location: WHITLEY COUNTY JAIL 
BASEMENT MEETING ROOM 

101 W MARKET ST - SUITE C 
N9QCL@ARRL.NET 

COLUMBIA CITY, IN 46725 


5 MHz - Continued from page 8 


“They are willing to work with us,” Haynie said. “Chris 
and I left feeling a whole lot better.” Haynie said hammer- 
ing out some differences will involve some further meet- 
ings—including one with the US Navy—but that he and 
Imlay were feeling much more positive about the situa- 
tion. 


“T feel confident we’ll get something,” Haynie said. “I don’t 
think we’ll get everything we want, but it’s certainly a start, 
and it’s a lot better than what it was this time last week.” 


One difficulty in the negotiations is that some of the infor- 
mation on the government’s use of the 5-MHz frequencies 
involved is classified. “We were given some hints about 
the sensitivity and the seriousness of some of the activity 
that’s going on,” Haynie said, “‘and we fully appreciate that 
now—imore so than before—because we just didn’t, and 


couldn’t, know. The important thing is that we have estab- 
lished a good working relationship with the Justice De- 
partment and the Coast Guard.” 


Imlay said the discussions tended to center on power re- 
strictions and frequencies but emphasized that no decisions 
were reached. The ARRL proposal called for a 150-kHz 
wide band and the full legal power limit. Imlay hinted, how- 
ever, that perhaps a smaller band than the one requested 
coupled with some power output limitations, was a real 
possibility. 


The ARRL has called the 5 MHz allocation “an urgent pri- 
ority of the Amateur Service” and has asked that the pro- 
ceeding to grant it be expedited. Until the latest snafu, the 
FCC had been expected by early next year to issue a Re- 
port and Order on proposals for the 5-MHz band, a new 
low-frequency allocation in the vicinity of 136 kHz and 
primary Amateur and Amateur-Satellite status at 2400 to 
2402 MHz. 
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Membership Application for 7 FWRC - and/or - 1 ACARTS 


Name: 
Street address: 
State: ZIP : 


Email address: 


Phone #: ( ) 


Call sign: 


License class: 
City: 

Unlisted? 0 Yes 
ARRL Member? 1 Yes 


May we list your name, call & email address in our membership roster and on our club web site? O Yes 0 No 


Both clubs now offer this newsletter as a downloadable (Adobe Acrobat) PDF file, in lieu of a paper copy sent through the 
mail. For FWRC a mailed paper newsletter is a $6.00/yr. premium. 


How would you like your newsletter delivered? 


0 by snail mail 0 download from web site. 


Fort Wayne Radio Club Dues 
Regular membership OF $15.00 / year 


Family membership ! OF $21.00/ year 
Student membership ? OF $6.00 / year 
Associate membership * OF $15.00/ year 
Mailed newsletter OF $6.00 / year 


(Memberships for Jul - Dec are 1/2 the stated amounts.) 


A.C.A.R.T.S. Dues 
Regular membership OF $12.00/ year 


Additional family members ! OF $6.00 / year 
Student membership ? OF $6.00 / year 


OO $6.00 / year 


(New Regular memberships are $1/month) 


Associate membership * 


1. Please list all names and calls on an attached sheet. 
2. K-12 or full time student 


3. unlicensed member 
4. 9 digit ZIP code required for US bulk mail 


Please attach a check (number ) for the appropriate amount and bring to a club meeting or mail to: 


Fort Wayne Radio Club 
PO Box 15127 
Fort Wayne, IN 46885 


A.C.A.R.TS. 
PO Box 10342 
Fort Wayne, IN 46851 


For dual membership, fill out both sides and send 2 checks to either club. Payment by check is strongly encouraged! 


ACARTS Voice Repeaters 


146.880 (-) General use / Skywarn priority 
147.255 (+) General use / Autopatch priority 
443.800 (+) General use 


(All repeaters have autopatch, but 88 has only speed dial emergency #’s.) 


ACARTS Digital Repeaters (digipeaters) 


144,390 (s) APRS - wide 
145.010 (s) General use, NETROM (FWA) - wide 
223.660 (s) BBS use ONLY NETROM (FWA220) - wide 


Fort Wayne Radio Club Repeaters 


Voice: 146.76(-) | General use 
146.94 (-) | General use with autopatch 
146.91 (-) | Autopatch only 
444.875 (+) General use 
ATV: 439.25 In, 910.250 Out, 144.340 Audio & control 


Area Traffic Nets 


(please submit any changes or corrections to the editor) 


IMO: meets nightly at 6:30 p.m. (2330 UTC) on 146.88 
Auburn: meets Mon., Tue., Wed., Thur., Fri., & Sat. at 6 p.m. 
(2300 UTC) on 147.015+ 


21 Repeater Group: meets each Wednesday at 9 p.m. (0200 
UTC) on 147.150 


Helping Hands Net: Mondays @ 8:00 p.m. 146.94(-) 


Miscellaneous Nets 
Huntington ARES: Saturday at 8:00 p.m. (0100 UTC) on 
146.685 


Whitley Co. / ARES: Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m. (0015 UTC) 
on 145.270 (Note 131.8 PL disabled for all nets) 


Whitley Co. Sunday: Sundays at 7:45 p.m. (0045 UTC) on 
444.550 +. (The 146.460 simplex crossbanding from 
both nets has been dropped.) 


Six Meter AM net (informal): Every Saturday night at 7:00 
p.m. and Sunday at 8:30 p.m. on 50.580 MHz. 


